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C oncerning 2e Gm by him made to this Com- 
monwealth, for the coyning of the monie, 
by anew. Invention, not yet praiſed in 
any State of the world ; the which wil pre- 
vent counterfeiting, caſting, , waſhing and 

clipping of the ſame : 

Which Coyn ſball bee marked 6n both the flat 
ſides, and; about the thickneſs or the edge 3 
of. a like bigneſs and largneſs, as the or- 
dinarie coyn is : aritl will coſt no more . 


then the ordinarie unequal Coyn, which is 
uſed now. ' 


F TOYS 


"& De Ince it hath "My the pleaſure 
S Oe of the Parlament and of the 
NE Council of State, to pats 
J&\ ſom Orders in relation to 

EI the preventing of the coun- 
6 Bin and clipped monie, now dif- 
\aperſed in England, Scotlandand Ireland,hee, 
| "make's bold, yet with ſubmilſion,to pre- 
- Gre:the following particulars, contei« 
*% ning, 


4 


— 


ning, beſidcs the faics Sees, Firſt,the 
reaſon why the Coyn his Common- 

' . wealthis clipped and iight, ſo that few 

| -  .. -- PIECES Are to bee found# xix bing their 

''__  trye weight; Asalſothe Wh. 
mach falſ Coyn is now J.JAf&rtec 
ſecondly, the - onely way 'tO'ver 
ſaid inconyeniences, and t 


. As to thefirſt, the reaſonof the ſaid 
abuſes 18 becauf the monie coyned with 
the hammer is (o eaſie to bee counterſeit- 
ed,and with ſo few Engines and (o little 
Expences, that chercby the fal{ Coyners © 
are encouraged and their number en- n 
creaſed. And the dailie experience to 
this day ſhewed,thet ſeldom or never any 
fall Coyners have been diſcovered by 
the noif of the hammer. 

Another reaſon is, becauſ the monie 
coined with the hammer,cannot bee made 
exatly round, nor equal in weight and 
bigneſs,and is often groſsly marked, and 
hath many other faults, which give's a 
great facilitie to the falſ Coyners to, / 
counterfeit and monld it.; as alſo toy 
the Clippers to clip it : It beeing ver; 
S o 
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hatrd to dif, | Ween aclipped plece, 
and a d. Beſides, abundance 
of coyn is/#4e too light even at the 
Mins : Th &faid: Blondeas himſelf hath re- 
ceivedſonrt Mings(which hee ſbewed to 
the Committee for the Mint) which 
weighed ſdm five,fom fix, and ſom ſeven 
pence onely#3/'as to the contrarie, hee 
received ſom that weighed ſeventeen, 
yea,& eighteen pence;both of them made' 
ſoat the Mint : Which inequalicie occa- 
fions ſeveral Goldſmiths and others, 
who receiv the monie from the Mint, to 
call or pick out the heavieſt pieces to 
melt them; and after them , others do. 
again cull or pick out the heavieſt of 
them that are left,to tranſport them be- 
yond Seas ; ſo that onely the light, the 
falſ$& the clipped monie remain's within 
the State, which turn's to the great ruine 
and deſtruction of Commerce, and un- 
doeth thoſe poor people,who ſpend their 
monie little. by little; for having ſom 
counterfeited or clipped pieces , they 
cannot put them off, but are forced to 


. fell them, with loſs, unto the Goldſmiths 


and others who can ſpend them among 
other moneys, or trade therein, and (cRl 
AZ theny 


them again to the Caly.. 4%. of the 
Treaſurers, Bankiers & ants and 
others, whormake them pals ,&...wards 
among other monies ; {0 thanrhey IE- 
turn apain into the þ4 $8. of the 
POOT. 6c x F | 
The reajon why thewurKmen of the 
Mint do make the coyn thagunequal in 
, weight, anddo not care to keep the true 
Aveight,is becauſit is ſooner don. Beſides, 
the ſaid workmen may 'coyn ſomtimes 
their own filver,or may 'treat with thoſe 
that bring their Bullion to bee coyned, 
becauſ they do not render the coyn by 
tale, but by the pound, and ſo ſtill there 
more pleces in number, then there 
ſhould bee in a pound. And the monie 
ſo coyned beeing diſtributed our of the 
Mint,the officers themſelvs andthe work- 
men of the Mint do cull or pick out the 
heavieſt pieces to melt themagain,as they 
themfelvs have confeſſed befare the ſaid 
Committee for the Mint. And that is 
the thing which among themſelvs they 
call the myſterie or ſecret of the Mint, 
and which is the cauf that, by themſelvs 


andby their friends,they make uſe of all 
their joint power and credit, and will 
| ale 


4 Ls 
4 OE. BL _ 


—_ Sn... th 


Taieou: alixf? ate,and leav no ſtone 


unmooved to _ derthe changing of the 
waic of Eynitp the monie. 
As to the wey of remedying thoſe 
inconveni a *-5 and ſettling "a good 
and conſtants. agder ih _t%>..Mint , it 
cannot bee don.'but by * ; yay pro- 
pounded by the ſar Blondeau,by marking 
the coyn not onely on:ooth the flat 
fides, but alſo upon the thickneſs or the 
cdpes. | 
The coyn made after that way, can- 

not bee clipped without taking away 
the marks that are about the thickneſs, 
the which would bee eafily perceived. 
Beſides, the pieces will bee of an equal 

bigneſs and largeneſs; the halt-ccown 

of the ordinarie weight and bigneſs, 

the ſhilling and other pieces according- 

ly; and fo equal among themſelvs, that 

it will bee impoſſible to take the le's 

thing from any of them, but it will 

ſhew leſs then the reſt, and ſo will be- 

com not currant : They cannot bee al- 

tered by waſhing or any other way , but 

they will loſe their bigneſs bt glaſs, ſo 
that a blindman will eaſily feel it. 

The ordinarie coyn marked onely 

3 on 


round about, pe 
where it hath been 
ſaperfluous meral 3 which fyling cannot 


bee don without ſpoiling and taking 
away the ſaid marks about the edges, 


and conſequently made eaſily known 
not to bze currant. | 

The monie ought to bee adjuſted 
piece after piece, equal in weight, both 
Gold and Silver. And for that end, 
It is requiſite that anOfficer bee appoint- 
ed in the Mint, whoſe charge thould 
bee to weigh the monie piece after piece 
when It is finiſhed ; and in caſe he finde's 
any piece unequal or unhandſ{omly 
made, hee ought to reje& it and giveit 
to bee melted again, upon the charges 
of the Undertaker of the Mint, thereby 
to oblige him to bee ſo much the more 
careful: And for to hinder the conni 
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& © vence of the: 


- juggle wity 


the ſaid = ho © wighe happen. to 
| Hndker; another 
Othcer-may-.. inted, to whom 
any of the ceople tl t ſhall finde any of 
the new colned pieces lighter chen it 
ſhould bee, - might repaiy within a con- 
venient time , who {half change the 
laid light pieces, all which ſhall bee pur 
to account to the ſaid Officer appointed 
for the weighing : But that cannot bee 
don except the monie bee coyned after 
the {aid Peter Blondeau's way , that is, 
marked on borh ſides, and upon the 
edges; el{the Weigher might pretend ir 
had been clipped and made light fance it 
went out of his hand And themonte bee» 
ing coined after the ſaid way, beſides the 
hindering or removing of the aforeſaid 
inconveniences, it will raif or encrea{ 
the Exchange by abour ten per centum, to 
the advantage of this Common-wealth. 
Ic is alſo. requiſite, to maintain the 
ſtandard or goodneſs of the coyn, that 
any Goldſmich, Refiner,or other whom- 
ſoever bee permitted to make eſſay ofthe 
currant monie; and in caſc it bee not 
found of the ſtandard or goodneſs, they 
A 4 might. 


Eppointed to weigh _ 
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mipht bee allowed®. 1 toan 
appointed OR andthe reſt 
ot the pieces bythe #2: 

tried again before 
and the Tri:r © -olint; and if it 
bee found that'the-aid coyn; bee not of 
- the due-goy dneſs ; the diſcoverer ſhall 
bee rewarded at,the, charges of the 
Trier, that \hee may have a due care; 
that no coyn. com's Gut of the Mint 
but ſach as ſhall bee of a due value, and 
according to the order of the State. 

The Council of State being willing 
to ' prevent the ſaid diſorders, was de- 
firous to have the monte of this Com- 
monwealch well coyned; and therefore 
having ſcen the patterns of coyn made 
after a new Invention by the ſaid Blon- 
deauzand having treated by Letters about 
che quantitie of pleces that could bee 
coyned in a week, and what they might 
colt 3 the ſaid Coundl.caolad the (aid 
Blondeau the Inventor of that way of 
coyning, to com to London, to treat 
with him by word of mouth, and to 
agree about the price of coyning the 
monie of this Common-wealth after 
his way. Hee beeing then arrived at 
London 


ws Fe? ondon 1 | Py . M ; Vs: Mtemb. 1649. the 
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*t0 the ſaig:E8s 
 Witnefles, that *; 


therefore hee ſhok., 


ded on him 40' fter- 
Froſt,chen Secretarie 
told. tim before 

;_ State could 'not 
price, ard that 
 ade& necellirated ro 
retire himſelf, the State wou) indamni- 


faid Cou, ; 
ligg,and theJateN 
Y 


agree with him a 


fie him for his } journie , buch/ coming 


and returning, and for the time hee 
ſhould have-lolt, and would beſtow on 
him ſuch a preſent ; that hee would re- 
turn ſatisfied.» A while after, the ſaid 
Council of State ordered the Com- 


| mittee of the Council of State for the 
| Mint to hear the ſaid Blondeau's Propo- 


ſition, and report it to the ſaid Council, 
The Committee for the Mint accor- 
dingly took into conſideration, whe- 
ther the ſaid Blondean fhould bee admit- | 
ted to coyn the monie of this Common- 
wealth .3 and having debated it, they 
reſolved and approoved that he ſhould be 
admitted thereuy{0, provided his coyn 
and his Propoſition ſhould bee adyan- 
tagious to the Sta 


Afterwards _—_ Committee ha- - 
ving ſeriouſly conſidered and Ms 


| , 
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all the circumit«. Aale 
coyning propoutie * 4ald Blon- 
deau, and havidgb. airthe Objections 
that couldbee alls @paitiſt ir,boch by 
the Maſter, Offi {workmen ofthe | 
Minx by an if thoſe who ap- | 


4p-rh.. / upon debate of 
the whote; -cne ſatawommirtee conclud- 
ed and Vorcd,that the ſaid waie of coyn- 
ing prapuunded by. the ſaid Blondeau,was 
better , more advantagious and more 
honorable for the State, then that which 
is uſed now in this Common-wealth. 
The Maſter,the Officers and the work- 
men of the Mint told the Committee, 


It was not likely the ſaid Blondeau had 


don himſelf, the pieces ſent by him to the 
Council of State. Befides,that it was 
an old Invention, which they knew 
themfelvs,and that ſuch pieces were one- 
Iy made for curiolitie, with very long 
time and great expence, and that it was 
Impoſſible, that that waie might bee uſed 
about the ordinarie coyn, which is thin. 
They defired that the faid Blondear might 
bee commanded to:make a trial of his 
$#Kill by making ſom other pieces , and 


# 
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that they would do as much as the ſaid | 
-; Blondeas. | 


| 'Blondeau- 
mittee % 4eredbal 
the ſaid workthen t a 


'Thert re- re the (aid Com 
:ctiefuid Blondeay and 


aktRheir patterns 


and Propoſitions. - Uvely; and that | 

| hee that would,” Ne noſt ad-® 

| vantage tothe Sy d have the In- 
ployment. ROSS £1 

At the time appe. - workmen 

brought to the Co * 2m pieces 


made after the old waic; waitn'is known 
to them, and {om big pieces of Silver, 
{tuffed within with copper 3 but they had 


drawn no Propoſitions. 


Likewiſe the ſaid Blondeau brought in 
about 3oo pieces, ſom halt crowns of 
the ordinarie weight and bigneſs » fom 
ſhillings,fixpences,and ſom Gold pieces, 
and preſented his Propoſition , which 
having been reformed according to the 
pleaſure of the ſaid Committee, it was 
ceceived and accepted of by the whole 
Committee, who ordered it to bee re- 
ported to the Council of State,accord- 
ing to the order of the ſaidCouncil. 

The faid Committee having then 
taken into conſideration the big pieces 
of Silver at the outfide,and ſtuffed with- 
in with copper (made with the whe: 64 
tnat - 


POT CY "nar gry AIG Im ans. 2 l 


7 OO” — 
- — —— rr 


that are at the Tor 
j derſtood that*the 

(| they ace made / 

[il s P. og= of 7 

[i 3: % C 

| found; » th- 

ll; diſcert tht 
f 


F* 


_ eral pieces at the 
will: give no 

' man can ealily 

{3 anv having 


i weighed and great colt 
hi. required each piece 3 be- 
f cauf” the © -+ 4 pieces, namely 


[ 
| one of cut. and one of Silver at the 
j top, another underneath and one abour, 
fi the which ought to bee adjuſted and ſo- 
dered together , befides ſeveral other 


| rice of the Jawful pieces ; having 

wy alſo conſidered the great and heavie 
| Engins, and great number of tools 
il and of men required for making of 
h | one piece » the great charges for the En- 
| 


Sins and tools and ſeveral other things 
required for making of thoſe counter- 
11 ferted pieces , they acknowledged that 
|; it would bee enough to difiwade ante 
i one from undertaking it ; the rich not 

beeing willing, and the-poor beeing un- 

able;and that though they ſhould under- 
take it they could not do it without bee- 


faſhions , Which colt more then the 


» and well un- . 
4d - pieces , becaulſ} 


ing 


9 A 


Ing diſcovered, Behdes, that the thonie 


| coyned after the we ; of the ſaid Blon- 


deau was ſo thin,  - 4 cannot bee {o 
counterfqxed, £5 ent. * 
- Whereupon iff - |. - "ble, that the 


ſaid worsmen of '  **,, akhough 
they made uſe offs. — , *& heavie 
Engins, that are in tk. ®', yet for 
making of ſom Tools” ed of, 
and for the other charges &* -yning @- 


bout a dozen of pleces, they made then 
for a pattern, have ſpent 100 I. it. as hee 
that pretend's to have laid out the monie 
| hath ſaid before witneſſes, 

Afterwards, another order was given 
by the ſaid Committee, and fom time li- 
mited to the ſaid workmen, to draw and 
| preſent their Propoſition for coyning of 
the monie marked upon the thickneſs or 
edge, as that of the ſaid Blondeau is 3 
But after the exſpiration of the long time 
demanded by them, they brought ſuch a 
Propoſition, that the ſaid Committee 
having read it over and over , could 
not underſtand it, nor the ſenſ of it 5 
and eyen thoſe that brought it could 
not explain it ; whereby it was apparent 
| to the ſaid Committee, that they were 
not 
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good, much leſs 


ſelvs before-tF 
they intreatz 


that waie; wh? 1. avowed them- 
\mmittee.. Yet 


nittee to allow 


not able. to mak «their Propoſitior:; j 7, * 
. vn the monie after | ** 


them-the months inore tO 
finde, i” w invention,and 
that © > eaus Propoſition 
ſhould cated unto them,up- 
on whie .lght frame their own- 


| They farther demanded that the aid | 


Blondeau and the Graver, ſhould have or- 
der to bring in all the pieces made by the 
ſaid Blondeay for atrial , with the ſtamps 
or dices ufe(| for making of them ; All 
which was granted them, upon that con- 
dition, that if within the timeallowed 
them, they could finde out the means to 
coyn the monie after the faid Blozdeay's 
waie, and that thereupon hee ſhould bee 
ſent back, hee ſhould bee indamnified, 
which was agreed by all. - Bur they 


could never finde out the ſaid new Inven= | 


tion for coyning the thin & weak pieces 

after that waie with expedition requiſite. 

Yet forall that, they made their Propo- 

{tions, web are in the hands of the Chair- 

man of the Committee, as are alſo _ 
| | {al 


cio, 


after | 
1em-- 


Yet 
low 
'e tO 
,and 
tion 


,up- 


WI. 
faid 
2 Or- 
7 the 


umps | 


All 
con- 
wed 
15 tO 
eal's 
1 bee 
fied, 
hey 
ven- 
leces 
lite, 
DpPO- 
Talr- 
> the 


ſaid 


; - on (955 mo Ry RD— ——— 
wo go ay; | oY I 5 EN ; 
Abu at's Prod \& patterns, about 
FY year and a $7 EL bee reported by 
him to the Coup . tare. : 
The hop. > Mc hayeiven 
to underſtand}. _ + - © £ 1u poor 
families,” whis: 2 - ined bythe 
wark of the Min 5 #lide: cruth; 
For ſom Officers \4i27# Mint have'told &—& 
before witneſſes , WT fog jefly their { 
Orporation was a the moſi of 40 | 


Maſters ,. aid t x: t this time they are 
bardly 30 Maltets, w? . ire al} rich,kave 
lands 'or houſes, and other waics of 
maintenance, Without the work of the 
Mint. And that when they had nuch | 
monie to coyn,they were wonted tohire -'' _* 
ſom journie-men , giving to ſom 18 4 
pence, to ſom 15 and to ſom 12 forhalf 
a daics work. Beſides, in caſe the State 
admits of the ſaid Blondeay to coyn the 
monie after his wale, and the workmen 
bee willing to work after the ſaid waiey 
hee, will oblige himſelf to teach them 
and pale them a reaſonable price. 

The faid: Blondeas doth not intend to 
have the Gold nor the Silver in his 
cuſtodie, but onely the charge of work- 
ing the ſame, by _ perſons as ms 


| ſha] tt bee END 4. 4d |  theretnts, 


 ſonable.Onely {. "(prays .toice ghar 


{aid Blondeax, will hinder and avoid all 


the honor of this- Common-wwealth 
much thefgreater,in having their monies 


; pleaſure of the State. MVSEVM 


Hee ſhall not J P _wer to admi. 


je Mint, with- 
; >pation of the 


1 keeping of the 
- | 11 bee in- 

waſted inte "my FP Js the Lice 

ſhall adnk,.. > Wo. __ : 


In a word, hee iy, , a rally Ghevic 
ro whatſoever the: "big gener think rea- 


x7- The exact equalirie, th:r will: bee 
effected by this waie and invention'of the 


the known corrupt Prattices about coyn- 


j 
he charge of: the State concerning 


the ſame, confidering all drcuniſtances, 
will bee leſs then in the old waie #3 and 


coyned in perfe&ion;''above; or be; ;ond 
any other State now: known, | 
3. The ſaid Blondeau- came to London a- 
boutZ years anda half fince,and hath no 
other imployment here butts atter 
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